
 
 

 
I  Liked  The  People   
Of   Gyumry  Frankly 
 
The terrible earthquake brought people of 
many nationalities to Gyumri. Being touched by  the 
terrible tragedy they replied at once and did their 
best to be useful to our town. That historical and at 
the same time sad period taught us to value 
friendship.  René Beunk, a  citizen of Holland, a  
teacher of Candea College in Duiven, was one of 
the first who considered his duty to come to the 
zone of disaster and helped our people. He was 
shocked with what he saw. He worked on the 
buildings in the Austrian village and on the building 
of the school number 20, named after Lord Byron, 
enthusiastically. He understood and valued the 
people of Gyumri. 
 
Now when he has come to Gyumri  
with humanitar help he says; I saw a fully 
destroyed town then. There were hardly any 
saved building, everything was damaged. There 
were many victims. The people were in shock. 
I got in touch with the people and I was 
surprised by inner courage of them. I decided 
to come back sooner or later. I wanted to see 
the changes which are great.   
René is honestly glad seeing our towns revival. 
He believes that one day we will recover the 
disaster fully. 
He has brought 5700 valuable books for the 
Shirak Regional Library, 10 computers, and a 
Nashuatec copier with 5 
functions. The director of the Shirak Regional 
Library, Gevorg Amiryan, was touched by the 
generosity of his friend. They got aquainted after 
the earthquake and became friends very 
soon. Though Gevorg’s friend didn’t come to 
Armenia  for 15 years they kept in touch by mail. 
Visiting Lord Byron school René had a lesson 
there, he appreciated the knowledge of the 
pupils. He told about his college and 
showed some CD-pictures. 
 
During our discussion he told us that he was 
going to realize a four-year project. There may 
be an exchange of experience. He told us that 
he had travelled in Armenia much and was 
deeply impressed. It’s  a country of stones and 
monasteries, it greatly differs from other 
countries he had seen before. 
Once more about the books. They are in three 
languages; English, French, German. They are 
both easy readers and high level books for 
college students. 
”We  are planning to organize a club of friends o
the library. René Beunk will be the first 
honourable member of it.”  said Mr. Amiryan. 
 
René Beunk left Gyumri with great impressions. 
It’s true that friendship is beyond time and 
borders. 
                                             Samvel   Aghanyan   
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